
My conservation journey began in 1984 when I enrolled in the Nature 
Conservation Diploma at Technikon Pretoria, now known as Tshwane 
University of Technology (TUT). For my work-integrated learning year 
in 1986, I was stationed at Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve (GDARD), 
where I later secured a permanent position as a ranger or 
conservation officer progressing to senior management on 1995. My 
passion lies in Environmental Education (EE), and I have worked to 
integrate EE into school curricula as a means of addressing various 
environmental challenges. In 1996, I was offered a Faculty of Science 
position at Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) in the Department 
of Nature Conservation, where I currently lecture three modules i.e. 
teaching students from second-year undergraduates to PhD level. I 
also supervise work integrating learning students in many reserves 
throughout Africa. 

For the past 27 years, I have been deeply involved in working with a 
rural community in northern KwaZulu-Natal, known as Ndumo. Early 
in my academic career at TUT, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife approached 
me to manage their Environmental Education Centre at Ndumo Game 
Reserve, a role I've held since 1998. Through this program, we 
educate school learners, Eco Ambassadors/Eco Warriors, adult 
community members, IziNdunas, and Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife staff. I 
serve as a vital link between Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife and the 
community. I also assist with research projects.

Two of my most significant learning experiences have been 
completing my PhD and serving on various executive committees and 
forums such as the Environmental Education Association of Southern 
Africa (EEASA), Klipriversberg Nature Reserve Association (KNRA), 
Johannesburg City Parks and Zoos (JCPZ), Share Screen Africa 
(SSA), the National EE Forum (DFFE), and one of the seven 
Directors of the Magaliesberg Biosphere. I have presented over 30 
papers at International, National, and local conferences

My life philosophy is: "It always seems impossible until it is done." I 
believe in the power of self-confidence and perseverance. It's natural 
to feel fear, but the key is to give your best with whatever resources 
you have. Keep reminding yourself, "YOU CAN DO IT." Together, we 
can build a new puzzle, piece by piece, until the full picture emerges. 
There's always a solution to every problem.

CHERYL OGILVIE

DIRECTOR

PORTFOLIO OF INTEREST

SKILLS AND EXPERTISE

QUALIFICATIONS

REASONS FOR YOUR COMMITMENT AND PARTICIPATION AS A BOARD MEMEBER OF 

THE MAGALIESBERG BIOSPHERE

DTECH Nature Conservation

With over 35 years in conservation, I began as a ranger at Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve before 

moving into senior management. Since 1996, I have lectured at TUT’s Department of Nature 

Conservation and supervised students across Africa. I have managed Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife’s 

Environmental Education Centre at Ndumo since 1998, fostering community engagement and 

supporting research. I have presented over 30 papers and served on numerous conservation boards, 

including as a Director of the Magaliesberg Biosphere.

Environmental Education & curriculum integration

Community engagement & development

Academic lecturing & postgraduate supervision

Conservation leadership & governance

Research facilitation & conference presentation

I am passionate about using education and collaboration to address environmental challenges. 

Guided by the belief that “It always seems impossible until it is done”, I bring perseverance, 

resourcefulness, and extensive conservation experience to support the Biosphere’s mission.
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